
19 Obscure Bible Characters 
1) Deborah 
Deborah is one of the most influential women of the Bible.  She is known 
for her wisdom and courage and is the only woman of the Old Testament 
who is known for her own faith and action, not because of her 
relationship to her husband or another man. 
As a prophet, Judge Deborah was said to hear God's voice and share God’s 
Word with others. As a priestess, she did not offer sacrifices, as the men 
did, but she did lead worship services and preach. 
Many biblical scholars believe that Deborah was a wife, as well.  
However, in Hebrew, the same word is used for “woman” and “wife,” so 
we don’t know, with certainty, if Deborah was a “woman of Lappidoth” (a 
place) or the “wife of Lappidoth” (a person). 
Facts about Deborah in the Bible 

• Her story is told in both prose (Judges 4) and poetry (Judges 5). 
• Deborah has an impressive resume of judge, warrior, poet, and 

prophet as well as singer and songwriter. 
• She was only one of five women described as a prophet in the Old 

Testament. The four others are Miriam, Huldah (2 Kings 22:14, 2 
Chronicles 34:22), Noadiah (Nehemiah 6:14), and “the 
prophetess” (Isaiah 8:3). 

• The only other person in the Bible who was said to be both prophet 
and judge was Samuel. 

• Deborah is the only female judge mentioned in the Bible. 
2) Abigail, the Wife of Nabal 
Abigail is truly amazing. We read her story in 1 Samuel 25, where the 
Bible describes her as “an intelligent and beautiful woman” (v. 3). 
Unfortunately, she was married to a sorry, good-for-nothing man named 
Nabal, a homesteader who made his living raising sheep. The Bible 
describes him as “surly and mean in his dealings.”  

Enter King David, before he was king. He and his band of renegades had 
been hanging out in the wilderness hiding from King Saul, who was trying 
to kill him. In their wanderings, they encountered Nabal’s flocks and 
shepherds.  
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Not all outlaws are bad, and such was the case with David and his men. 
Since they were an army of fighting men camping out in the wilderness 
with nothing to do, they decided to keep their skills sharp by guarding 
Nabal’s sheep from marauders.  

“‘These men were very good to us,’ one of the servants told Abigail, 
‘They did not mistreat us, and the whole time we were out in the fields 
near them nothing was missing. Night and day they were a wall around 
us’” (v. 15-16). 

When shearing time came, David sent a message to Nabal, asking if he’d 
send over a few legs of lamb in gratitude for their protection. Nabal sent 
David’s messengers packing, hurling insults at them. The Bible doesn’t 
record exactly what Nabal said, but when the messengers repeated his 
words to David, he was enraged.  

"It's been useless—all my watching over this fellow's property in the 
desert so that nothing of his was missing. He has paid me back evil for 
good. May God deal with David, be it ever so severely, if by morning I 
leave alive one male of all who belong to him!" (v. 21-22). He mustered 
his troops and prepared to destroy Nabal and his household. 

And this is where Abigail shines on the pages of biblical history: 

Quick thinking and resourceful, she piled bread, meat, and raisin cakes 
onto donkeys and headed out to meet David. When she saw him, she 
dismounted and bowed her face to the ground.  

Falling at his feet, she said, "My lord, let the blame be on me alone. 
Please let your servant speak to you; hear what your servant has to say. 
May my lord pay no attention to that wicked man Nabal. He is just like 
his name—his name is Fool, and folly goes with him. But as for me, your 
servant, I did not see the men my master sent.” 

She affirmed David’s calling as future king, begged forgiveness for her 
husband’s folly, and pleaded with him to spare her people. 

David accepted her eloquent and humble plea and received the food she 
brought. Ten days later, God struck Nabal dead. When David heard of 
Nabal’s demise, he wasted no time and promptly asked Abigail to marry 
him.  



I’m not sure what the traditional period of mourning was in those days, 
but I don’t think Abigail observed it. Scripture tell us, “Abigail quickly got 
on a donkey and, attended by her five maids, went with David's 
messengers and became his wife” (v. 42).  

Abigail’s story contains a Cinderella ending by any century’s standards. 

3) Ittai the Gittite 
Fast forward in biblical history a few decades, and you come to the story 
of Absalom’s rebellion in 2 Samuel 15. David had been king of Israel for 
many years. Unbeknownst to him, his son Absalom had been turning the 
hearts of the people away from his father in order to overthrow his reign 
and steal the throne.  

Picture the scene as the aging King David, his family, counselors, and loyal 
followers fled the palace to escape Absalom’s murderous coup. 
Heartbroken, eyes downcast, and clothes torn in mourning, David stops in 
surprise when he sees Ittai the Gittite, a foreigner who had only recently 
arrived in Jerusalem, along with his family and servants.  

"’Why should you come along with us?’ he asked. ‘Go back and stay with 
King Absalom. You are a foreigner, an exile from your homeland. You 
came only yesterday. And today shall I make you wander about with us, 
when I do not know where I am going? Go back, and take your 
countrymen. May kindness and faithfulness be with you’" (v. 19-20). 

And this is where Ittai the Gittite shines on the pages of biblical history: 

“But Ittai replied to the king, ‘As surely as the LORD lives, and as my 
lord the king lives, wherever my lord the king may be, whether it means 
life or death, there will your servant be.’” 

"Then David said to Ittai, ’Go ahead, march on.’ So Ittai the Gittite 
marched on with all his men and the families that were with him” (v. 
21-22). 

Faithful Ittai wins the distinction for Most Loyal New Friend, encourages 
David, and secures a spot in my list of amazing yet under-recognized Old 
Testament individuals. 

4) Shiprah and Puah (I know technically 2 people, but we are giving 
you a bonus) 
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Now I can almost guarantee these two ladies won’t end up on your short 
list of easily recognized Bible characters, but the nation of Israel owes 
them a debt of gratitude. Shiphrah and Puah were two of the midwives 
assigned to attend Israelite women during childbirth in the years 
preceding the exodus. Scholars disagree about whether they were Hebrew 
or Egyptian, but they all agree that these women were courageous. 

You may remember that during the time of Joseph, the Israelites enjoyed 
favor before Pharaoh and his court. After he died, however, another 
pharaoh took his place. As the Israelites’ population increased, the 
Egyptians felt increasingly threatened and feared the Israelites would 
take over the nation. To limit their population growth, the king of Egypt 
gave the midwives a chilling order:  

"When you help the Hebrew women in childbirth and observe them on 
the delivery stool, if it is a boy, kill him; but if it is a girl, let her 
live" (Ex. 1:16). 

But Shiphrah and Puah feared God. They refused to do what the king of 
Egypt ordered. Deliberately disobeying their leader’s command, they 
delivered each tiny newborn with all the skill and ability they possessed. 

Before long, their disobedience came to the attention of the king, and he 
summoned them to stand before him. 

“‘Why have you done this?’ he asked. ‘Why have you let the boys 
live?’" (v. 18). 

This is where Shiphrah and Puah shine on the pages of biblical history: 

Not only were they God-fearing, they were also wise. While they 
recognized their responsibility to obey their leaders, they also understood 
that God’s law supersedes man’s law. They knew they could not sin 
against God by killing the Hebrew babies.  

“‘Hebrew women are not like Egyptian women,’ they said to Pharaoh. 
‘They are vigorous and give birth before the midwives arrive.’" 

Scripture tells us God smiled on their courage and commitment to do 
what was right. He “was kind to the midwives... and because the 
midwives feared God, he gave them families of their own” (v. 20-21). 
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Shiphrah and Puah are powerful, though obscure, examples of doing 
what’s right no matter what the cost. 

5) Jabal, 6) Jubal, and 7) Tubal-Cain 

These guys are mentioned in Genesis 4:21-22. Jabal was the first rancher, 

the “father of those who live in tents and raise livestock.” Jubal was the 

first musician, the “father of all who play the harp and flute.” And Tubal-

Cain was the first blacksmith, who “forged all kinds of tools out of bronze 

and iron.” It’s just good information to know. For example, next time 

you’re doing a particularly good job with some home project, you could 

say, “Man, I feel just like Tubal-Cain today!” Friends and family will be 

impressed (?). 

8) Jethro  
 
Jethro was the father-in-law of Moses. In Exodus 18, Moses was 

overwhelmed with his task to lead Israel. It seemed like everyone who 

had a problem came to Moses to mediate! 

Exodus 18:13-27 describes Jethro’s wise suggestion for Moses to divide his 
labor into tens, fifties, hundreds, and thousands to reduce his leadership 
burden and delegate responsibility to the people of Israel. 
Jethro said if Moses followed his suggestion, “God will direct you, you will 
be able to endure, and all this people also will go to their place in peace” 
(Exodus 18:23). Like a good son-in-law, Moses obeyed! This allowed Moses 
not to be held up with trivial matters but rather have a better system 
where they work themselves out. 
This is a leadership structure followed by most business and governments! 

9) Ehud  

The story of Ehud comes right out of Judges 3, but would fit in nicely to 
the plot of a James Bond movie. 



Israel was under the oppressive rule of Eglon the king of Moab and cried 
out to the Lord for deliverance. The Moabites were idol worshipers who 
did evil in the sight of the Lord. God sent Ehud and his cubit-long (about 
a foot and a half) sword to assassinate the king and liberate God’s people 
from his rule. 

Ehud must have been a smooth talker, because when he told the servants 
of the king that he had a “secret message” for him (Judges 3:19), they 
left Ehud all alone with the king. Ehud’s “secret message” was the sword 
that he brought — and the “special delivery” was a stab to the belly of 
the grossly-overweight king which killed him! 

Then Ehud quietly locked the doors to the roof to keep the guards out 
and made a quick getaway. 
When Ehud returned to the people of Israel, he led Israel in conquering 
their enemies the Moabites. 

10) King Josiah 

The history of Israel and Judah is mostly about evil kings who disobeyed 

God. A few were righteous, though, and Josiah (2 Kings 22-23) stands out. 

He was the son of an evil king named Amon, and the grandson of 

Manasseh, perhaps the worst king in Judah’s history. Yet when Josiah took 

the throne at the tender age of eight, he radically changed the direction 

of his nation. He destroyed idols, obeyed God’s Law, and restored the 

Passover. Josiah reminds us that nobody is controlled by his or her 

heritage alone, but that every generation has an opportunity to follow 

God. 

11) Mordecai 

Esther’s older and wiser cousin, Mordecai encouraged the young queen to 

stand up for the Jews when their very existence was threatened. The 

Jewish nation faced extermination at the hands of the king’s evil advisor 



Haman. Esther was afraid to stand up for her people because doing so 

likely meant her own death as well. But Mordecai reminded her that God 

had given her the throne for a reason, perhaps for “just such a time as 

this” (4:14). His words stand as a reminder that our circumstances aren’t 

random. God arranges our circumstances to fulfill His greater purposes. 

12) The Father of an Epileptic Boy. The New Testament has fewer 

obscure characters than the Old Testament, but this guy is one of my 

favorite (Mark 9:14-29). He brings his sick son to Jesus and asks Him to 

cast out the demon that keeps throwing his son into dangerous 

convulsions. He actually asks Jesus to heal his son “if you can do 

anything.” When Jesus responds that anything is possible for the one who 

believes, the man says, “I believe; help my unbelief!” I love the honesty, 

and I relate to the confusion. And Jesus heals the boy in this beautiful 

illustration of grace. 

13) Naaman 
2 Kings 5 tells the story of a successful Syrian commander who had the 
disease of leprosy. The story goes that on the suggestion of the servant 
girl of Naaman’s wife, Naaman went to see the prophet Elisha to be cured 
of his leprosy. It is an amazing story of healing and turning to the Lord — 
and also has some twists and ironies at the end! 
14) Jabez 
Jabez is only mentioned in a few verses of scripture and is known for his 
famous “Prayer of Jabez” mentioned in 1 Chronicles 4:10: 

Jabez called upon the God of Israel, saying, ‘Oh that you would 
bless me and enlarge my border, and that your hand might be 
with me, and that you would keep me from harm so that it might 
not bring me pain!’ And God granted what he asked. 

It is a simple prayer prayed in faith and serves as a powerful example of 
answered prayer and receiving blessing from the Lord. 

15)  Korah 



Unlike all of the previous obscure biblical characters, Korah’s legacy is 
not a positive one. Numbers 16 describes his story. 
To make a long story short, Korah raises up a mob of Israelites to oppose 
Moses’ leadership and questioned the idea that he (Moses) was God’s only 
spokesperson. God didn’t take too kindly to Korah and the rebels and 
causes the earth to swallow them up (Numbers 16:32). Opposing God’s 
anointed is insulting to God. 
As bad as that situation may seem, this is a hopeful story because we 
know the end. God, in his great mercy, used descendents of Korah to 
write some of the Psalms. 

16) Balaam 
Balaam the Prophet is best known as “The Donkey Guy” for having his 
donkey speak to him (see Numbers 22). He was sent by Balak, king of 
Moab, to pronounce curses upon Israel. God had other ideas. He told 
Balaam to pronounce blessings upon Israel and not return to Balak. 

As well as being known as “The Donkey Guy,” Balaam is known for 
“Balaam’s error.” In case you didn’t know, anytime your actions make 
your name a new phrase describing a stupid action is a bad sign! 
Balaam disobeyed the Lord by returning to the king Balak, the king who 
wanted to curse God’s people. Balaam, riding his donkey, is confronted by 
an angel of the Lord. 

The irony in this story is that the donkey can see the angel of the Lord 
but Balaam is unable to, one might say Balaam is spiritually blind so he 
cannot see the angel. This is ironic because Balaam is a prophet, and 
prophets were to receive direct communication with God! 

The donkey is understandably startled to see the angel of the Lord on the 
road and stops several times out of fear. Thinking his donkey had gone 
mad, Balaam started to beat his donkey until the donkey asks, “Why have 
you beat me these three times?” and then Balaam’s eyes are opened to 
the angel of the Lord and his sin. 

17) Joanna (Luke 8:1-3, Luke 21:4-12) 

Joanna was healed of evil spirits and infirmities by Jesus. She later 
supported Jesus and His disciples in their travels. Joanna which means 



“God is gracious” stayed with Jesus through the crucifixion and later was 
one of the three women who visited His tomb early on Easter morning and 
found it empty. 

18) Dorcas (Acts 9:36-43) 

Dorcas (Tabitha in Hebrew) was a beloved woman who was always doing 
good and helping the poor. When she died, her friends called Peter and 
showed him the beautiful garments she had made for the widows. Peter 
was moved by her legacy and prayed at her bedside. Miraculously, Dorcus 
was brought back to life! As a result,  many believed in the Lord. 

19) Anna (Luke 2:36-38) 

Anna's husband died after only seven years of marriage. Instead of 
remarrying, she dedicated her life in service to the Lord. Anna was 
rewarded with perfect timing as she arrived at the temple at the very 
moment Jesus was blessed by Simeon. From that point forward, Anna 
praised God and told everyone she met about Jesus. 
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